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E.1 The standard sectional aeronautical chart and the following grid identifications system is used 
by CAP when coordinating missions with the AFRCC and other agencies. CAP does not preclude 
the use of local procedures where they are deemed necessary or more practicable. Many 
missions are "local" in nature, and local procedures may be highly efficient and effective in the 
management of SAR resources within a defined geographical boundary. 
 
E.2 Standardized Sectional Aeronautical Chart Grid and Identification System 
 
E.2.1 The Sectional Aeronautical Chart (scale: 1-500,000) is divided into 30-minute intervals. 
Consider both the north and south sides of a sectional chart as one unit. Identify the northern and 
southern most latitude limits, and the western and eastern most longitude limits from Table E-1. 
The rectangular area thus formed is the area to be gridded. Line off each 15-minutes of latitude 
and longitude within this area. 
 
Start with the first full 15-minute quadrangle in the northwest corner of the chart as number one 
(1) and number in sequence from west to east.  Continue in this manner until reaching the 
southeast corner of the gridded area, which serves as the last full 15-minute quadrangle. The 
number of quadrangles in each respective chart is scheduled in column 7, Table E-1. 
 
E.2.2 The basic 15-minute quadrangle (grid) is further broken down into quarter sections. The 
northwest quarter is labeled "A"; the northeast "B"; the southwest "C"; and the southeast "D". This 
breakdown is used when concentrated search is required and as a means of identifying 7 minute 
quadrangles, they need not be annotated on the charts but should be understood to exist and 
used in mission assignment and reporting. 
 
E.2.3 Where charts overlap (the same grid is located on two or more charts) the grids on all 
charts will be assigned the number and identifier of the primary chart (the most westerly chart will 
be designated as the primary chart). 
 
Consider the Kansas City and St. Louis charts as an example. The Kansas City chart will be 
numbered in accordance with paragraph E.2.1. above; that portion of the St. Louis that is 
overlapped by the Kansas City chart will be labeled with the number identical to the same grid on 
the Kansas City chart preceded by the letters "MKC" to identify the origin of the grid numbers. 
(See Table E-1) The normal sequential numbers on the overlap area that are displaced by the 
primary chart will simply be omitted for use. 
a) The Los Angeles chart has a 15-minute latitude overlap on the Las Vegas chart within the area 
defined by 36-00N to 35-45N, and 118-00W. (Total of 12 grids) 
b) The Los Angeles chart has one (1) degree longitude overlap on the Phoenix chart within the 
area defined by 35-45N to 32-00N, and 116-00W to 115-00W. (Total of 60 grids) 
c) The Denver chart has a 15-minute latitude overlap on the Albuquerque chart within the area 
defined by 36-00N to 35-45N, and 109-00W to 104-00W. (Total of 12 grids) 
d) The Kansas City chart has one (1) degree longitude overlap on the St. Louis chart within the 
area defined by 40-00N to 36-00N, and 91-00W. (Total of 64 grids) 
e) The St. Louis chart has one (1) degree longitude overlap on the Cincinnati chart within the area 
defined by 40-00N to 36-00N, and 85-00W to 84-00W. (Total of 64 grids) 
f) The Cincinnati chart has one (1) degree longitude overlap on the Washington chart within the 
area defined by 40-00N to 36-00N, and 79-00W to 78-00W. (Total of 64 grids) 
 
E.2.4 Chart identifiers are listed in Table E-1. 
 
E.2.5 On charts with inserts over oceanic areas, number consecutively through the insert just as 
would be accomplished were the insert not published. 
 
E.3 Grids and numbering for the Sectional Aeronautical Charts listed in Table E-1 are depicted in 
Figures E-1 through E-37. 
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Table E-1. Sectional Aeronautical Chart Grids 
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